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Abstract 

The purpose of this study is to examine the attitudes, social acceptance, and 
rejection levels of students towards refugee students studying at different education 
levels. The research was carried out in descriptive research design. It was determined that 
the students were not accepted by their peers, and as the education level increased, the 
social acceptance scores of the refugee students decreased and the social rejection scores 
increased. It was determined that refugee students were accepted mostly by primary 
school students, followed by secondary school and least high school students. It has been 
determined that especially high school students have lower social acceptance towards 
refugee students and higher rejection scores. It has been determined that there was a 
significant relationships relationship between students' social acceptance and rejection 
scores and their academic achievement and attitude scores.  
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Introduction 
Throughout history, people have migrated due to economic and social reasons, 

especially wars, natural disasters, hunger, and poverty (Wickramasinghe & 
Wimalaratana, 2016). Migration is a short, medium, or long-term change of location in 
the region where people live due to religious, economic, political, social, and other reasons 
when the minimum living conditions disappear or the region's opportunities do not meet 
human needs (Dingle & Drake, 2007; UN, 2016). Societies have been influenced by each 
other politically, socially, economically, and culturally through migration (Bhugra & 
Becker, 2005). 

The concept of migration is at the top of the agenda not only in the countries 
receiving immigration, but also in all geographies where globalization is felt or intensely 
experienced, and it is a phenomenon that affects all societies and communities and has 
positive and negative aspects (Czaika & De Haas, 2014). When we look at the migrating 
masses around the world, the most important part of the immigrants is economic 
migrants, followed by asylum seekers, refugees, and internally displaced persons (Hatton, 
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2016). Refugees experience problems in the areas of accommodation, communication, 
health, education, and work in the country they settled (Bemak & Chung, 2021; Samara 
et al., 2020; Vogiazides & Mondani, 2020). In addition, the problems and difficulties 
arising from the daily lives of refugees increase their feelings of anxiety and depression, 
and this makes their economic and social adaptation difficult (De Vroome & Van 
Tubergen, 2010). 

According to the United Nations data, the number of forcibly displaced people in 
the world is approximately 80 million. Of these, 26 million are refugees, 46 million are 
internally displaced persons, and 4.2 million are refugees. Turkey, hosting approximately 
4 million refugees, is the country hosting the highest number of refugees in the world 
(UN, 2019). More than 57% of the 3.5 million registered Syrian refugees who came to our 
country live in the provinces of the border region, and 43% live outside the region 
(Erdogan, 2020). According to the Migration statistics of the General Directorate of 
Migration Management (2017) and the Düzce Governorship Ancient Center data, there 
are approximately 12,000 immigrants in Düzce. Of these, 5,400 are Iraqi, 2,100 Syrian, 
2,000 Afghan, and 500 immigrants from other nationalities. 926 of these immigrants are 
students and they are still actively studying in formal education institutions. (Ates & 
Ovalı, 2018). 

Refugee students receive education at different levels under the Ministry of 
National Education in the same environment as their peers, based on the education 
curriculum at that level. In addition, education services and Turkish language courses are 
provided in 370 temporary education centers for refugee children (MoNE, 2018). Studies 
have shown that refugee students do not attend school regularly and it was determined 
that most of them could not access education (ERI, 2015), and they had education 
problems related to language and communication (Dromgold-Sermen, 2020). It can be 
said that these problems have negative effects on both refugees and schools, teachers, and 
students in host countries (Palaz et al., 2019). 

Children under the age of eighteen, who make up most refugees, are children who 
experience psychological and behavioral difficulties due to trauma, have high depression 
and anxiety levels (Ceri & Nasıroglu, 2018; Yektas et al., 2021), have social acceptance 
difficulties, and are exposed to social exclusion (Bešić et al., 2020; German & Ehntholt, 
2007; Nicolai et al., 2015). However, because of students from different cultures sharing 
the same educational environment, cultural conflicts, communication barriers, exclusion, 
negative attitudes, and some adjustment problems may occur among students 
(Dolapcıoğlu & Bolat, 2019; Gümüs et al., 2020; Soomro et al., 2015). Therefore, 
understanding the thoughts and attitudes of people living in host countries towards 
refugees can contribute to the solution of problems arising from refugees or people living 
in host countries (Esses et al., 2017). Developing policies to solve the problems 
experienced by refugee students can contribute to the social acceptance of refugee 
students both by their peers and by society, as well as preventing negative attitudes and 
thoughts towards refugee students. 

Peer acceptance is very important for students. It is known that students who are 
not accepted by their peers experience various problems such as not being able to social 
interaction and communication, difficulties in participating in activities, exhibiting 
problem behaviors, and exclusion from their peers. This situation negatively affects the 
academic and social development of students (Aktan et al., 2019). It can be said that 
refugee students, especially at school age, are exposed to problems stemming from 
migration and social disapproval. 

Schools are important social support centers that enable refugee students to learn 
and socialize (Sullivan & Simonson, 2015; Thomas, 2016). Schools provide positive 
contributions such as protecting students' mental health, improving self-esteem and 
competence, social cohesion, and providing future success and job opportunities (Fazel et 
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al., 2016). In measuring social acceptance of students, measurement tools such as attitude 
scales, sociometric rating, peer preference, and list rating are used (Cillessen & Marks, 
2017). Positive attitudes and a positive classroom climate can be effective in the social 
acceptance of refugee students in their classrooms and schools. The social acceptance of 
refugee students by the society they live in or the groups they are in contact with can 
contribute to their economic, cultural, and social cohesion. 

When the relevant literature is examined, it is seen that there are some studies 
examining the social acceptance (Erdogan, 2014, 2015) and attitudes of students studying 
at different education levels towards refugee students in Turkey (Ablak, 2020; Palaz et 
al., 2019). When the studies conducted in Turkey are examined, it can be said that the 
studies examining the social acceptance towards refugee students are limited and the 
studies on attitudes have increased in recent years, but they are not sufficient in quantity. 
Schools are important academic and social support centers that contribute to the 
integration of refugee students into society. Positive relationships between refugee 
students and their peers in the school environment may play a role in shortening social 
cohesion processes. In addition, determining the social acceptance, rejection, and attitudes 
of their peers towards refugee students studying at different education levels such as 
primary, secondary, and high school can provide important contributions to education 
administrators and policy developers for integration towards education levels.  

Moreover, the findings of the research are likely to contribute significantly to the 
development of awareness of respect for differences among students as a requirement of 
inclusive education, and the creation of a positive school climate that will support 
tolerance towards different cultures and social acceptance. In addition, no research has 
been found in which the attitudes and social acceptance levels of students studying at 
different education levels towards refugee students are examined together. It can be said 
that this study is an important study in which different quantitative variables are 
discussed to obtain rich findings on attitudes and social acceptance towards refugee 
students and to contribute to the literature. In addition, it is considered that this research 
will make important contributions to the literature to develop policies for solving the 
problems experienced by refugee students and to ensure their economic, cultural, and 
social cohesion.  

The aim of this research is to examine the attitudes and social acceptance levels of 
students towards refugee students studying at different education levels (primary school, 
secondary school, and high school) in Düzce Province, Turkey. The following research 
questions are in line with this aim: 

1. What is the preference and rejection of refugee students regarding social 
acceptance by their peers? 

2. Is there a significant relationship between students' academic achievement, 
attitudes towards refugee students, and social acceptance and social rejection 
scores? 

 
Methods 

This research, which examines the attitudes and social acceptance levels of refugee 
students studying at different education levels, this is a descriptive study, and it employs 
survey design. Descriptive studies are studies that aim to put forth the investigated 
subject or phenomena thoroughly (Büyüköztürk et al. 2014). Studies in survey design 
represent a past or current case as it is. The phenomenon, person, case, or object that is 
subject of research is explained as it is considering its unique context (Karasar 2016).     
   
Sample of the Research 

The study group of the research consisted of 1600 students studying at different 
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education levels in the central district of Düzce and having refugee students in their 
classes. The study group was formed through the easily accessible case sampling method 
within the scope of purposeful sampling (Suri, 2011). Attention was paid to the fact that 
the study group consisted of students who voluntarily participated in the research, was 
easily accessible, had refugee students studying in the classrooms, and was easy to collect 
data. This situation led to the use of purposeful sampling in the study. Some 
characteristics of the sample are presented in Table 1. 

 
Table 1 
Characteristics of the sample 
 

Variable Frequency 
 (f) 

Percentage 
 (%) 

Gender Male 809 50.6 
Female 791 49.4 

Refugee student in class Yes 683 42.7 
No 917 57.3 

Family Income Level 

Low 265 16.6 
Middle 874 54.6 
High 298 18.6 
Very high 163 10.2 

Type of School 
Primary school 492 30.8 
Middle School 562 35.1 
High school 546 34.1 

Distribution of students in classes 
with refugee students 

Primary school 225 33.0 
Middle School 245 36.0 
High school 210 30.8 

Mother  
Education  
Level 

Primary school 419 26.2 
Middle School 481 30.1 
High school 641 401 
University 59 37 

Father  
Education 
 Level 

Primary school 306 19.1 
Middle School 387 24.2 
High school 715 44.7 
University 192 12.0 

Number of classes with refugee 
students 

Primary school 13 36.1 
Middle School 15 41.7 
High school 8 22.2 

Number of refugee students in the 
researched classrooms 

Syrian 32 58.1 
Iraqi 16 29,0 
Afghan 7 12.7 

 
Data Collection Tools 

Attitude scale towards refugee students (ASTRS). To collect data on the quantitative 
dimension of the research, the “ASTRS” developed by Kilcan, Cepni, and Kilinc (2017) 
was used. The scale is arranged according to the 3-point Likert type and consists of one-
dimensional and 24 items. 6 items on the scale are negative and scored in reverse. Among 
the items on the scale are “I am happy to see refugee students in my classroom”, “I believe 
that refugee students will comply with the school rules” and “I think that refugee students 
disturb the school peace”. Validity and reliability analyses of ASTRS have performed 
again on the data set of the current study consisting of 1600 people. In this context, the 
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Cronbach's alpha value of the ASTRS was calculated as .92. The validity of the scale 
structure of the MBI was examined by CFA. The validity of the scale structure of ASTRS 
was examined by CFA. The results of MBI's CFA fit indices can be summarized as follows: 
X2/sd=2.64, RMSEA=0.051, CFI=0.96, GFI =0.95, IFI = 0.92, CFI = 0.94, AGFI = 
0.91, SRMR=0.062. These values are at the level of acceptable values according to the 
literature (Kline, 2011; Tabachnick & Fidell, 2013). It has been determined that the 24-
item scale form of the MLAS is a valid measurement tool for the current research.  

Peer preference form (PPF). PPF was used to determine the social acceptance levels 
of refugee students in the classrooms by their peers. Peer preference is one of the most 
widely used sociometric techniques, and members of a group are asked who they want and 
do not want. Individuals participating in the test are given certain choices. For example, 
they are asked to sit in the same row, spend time together, write three names they want 
to study and three people they do not want (Cillessen & Marks, 2017). To determine the 
social acceptance levels of the students towards refugee students, PPF was applied to 600 
students, 200 of whom were at each level, in classes where the same number of refugee 
students from the same nationality were educated at each level. 
 
Analysis of Data 

First, descriptive statistics were made on the data, and it was checked whether the 
data were normally distributed. Whether the data groups showed normal distribution or 
not was determined by Kolmogrow-Smirnov and Shapiro Wilk tests (McKillup, 2012). 
Since the number of subjects participating in the study was over 30, whether the data 
groups showed a normal distribution was tested with the Kolmogorov-Smirnov test and 
it was determined that the results of the ASTRS were significant (p<.05). For this reason, 
nonparametric test techniques were used in the analysis. The reliability of the PPF was 
examined with the test-retest reliability method (Weir, 2005). The weighted end-of-term 
grade point averages of the students participating in the research, consisting of the 
average of success points of each course, were obtained from the school administrations. 
PPF was applied again under the same conditions and to the same study group one month 
later, and the re-correlation of the form was found to be .85 and statistically significant. 
After applying the forms, the acceptance and rejection scores of refugee students studying 
in classrooms were calculated. In calculating the scores, points were given to the 1st 
preference (3), the 2nd choice (2), and the third choice (1), in order of preference. The 
acceptance and rejection scores of refugee students in this way were calculated and 
interpreted (Cillessen & Marks, 2017). 

 
Findings 

The findings obtained for the sub-problems determined in line with the purpose of 
the research are presented in the following order. 

 
Findings and Interpretation of the First Sub-Problem 

To determine the social acceptance levels of students towards refugee students, 
PPF was applied to 600 students, 200 of whom were at each level, in classes where the 
same number of refugee students from the same nationality were educated at each level. 
The preference and rejection scores for refugee students are given below. 

When the PPF preference and rejection scores of refugee students according to 
education levels are examined, as the education level increases, the social acceptance 
scores of the refugee students decrease, while the social rejection scores increase. It is seen 
that refugee students are mostly accepted by primary school students, then secondary 
school and least high school students. It can be said that as the education level increases, 
social acceptance of refugee students decreases, and social rejection increases. It is seen 
that especially high school students have lower social acceptance towards refugee 
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students and higher rejection scores. It is seen that two Syrian students in secondary 
school and three in high school are not accepted by their peers at all, and the rejection 
scores of these students are higher than other students. This may be due to the fact that 
students from other nationalities came to Turkey earlier than Syrian students and 
partially solved their language and integration problems. 
 
Table 2 
Preference and rejection scores for refugee students (RS) on peer preference form 
 

Education 
Level RSN* 

Preference Score Rejection Score 

Sitting at 
the same 

desk 

Spending 
time 

together 

Studying 
together 

Sitting 
on the 
same 
desk 

Spending 
time 

together 

Studying 
together 

Primary 
School 

 
 
 
 

1.(S) 14 9 6 11 16 19 
2.(S) 14 9 7 10 8 17 
3.(S) 6 11 11 12 15 20 
4.(S) 8 3 5 12 9 14 
5.(S) 10 7 5 14 11 13 
6.(I) 15 11 8 11 12 14 
7.(I) 11 13 15 12 14 15 
8.(I) 9 12 7 14 16 9 
9.(A) 17 13 9 13 12 14 
10.(A) 13 10 6 10 14 15 
Total 117 98 79 119 127 150 

Secondary 
School 

 

1.(S) 5 8 2 15 19 22 
2.(S) 2 5 5 15 16 24 
3.(S) 0 0 0 25 34 42 
4.(S) 4 4 2 20 21 29 
5.(S) 0 0 0 16 22 31 
6.(I) 4 3 0 17 11 20 
7.(I) 9 4 3 7 13 18 
8.(I) 6 6 3 18 25 20 
9.(A) 5 3 1 11 16 21 
10.(A) 6 6 3 8 14 16 
Total 41 39 19 152 191 243 

High 
School 

 

1.(S) 3 5 9 17 28 31 
2.(S) 3 5 3 17 30 23 
3.(S) 0 0 0 28 39 37 
4.(S) 0 0 0 22 24 50 
5.(S) 0 0 0 26 31 40 
6.(I) 3 1 1 15 25 23 
7.(I) 4 9 3 16 13 21 
8.(I) 5 6 5 8 9 15 
9.(A) 6 9 3 5 14 10 
10.(A) 5 3 0 6 12 16 
Total 29 38 24 160 225 266 

*Refugee Students Nationality RSN=Syrian student; I=Iraqi student; A=Afghani student 
 
Findings and Interpretation of the Second Sub-Problem 

The relationships between students' attitudes towards refugee students, social 
acceptance, social rejection scores, and academic achievement were given in Table 3. 
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Table 3 
The relationship between attitude, social acceptance, social rejection, and academic achievement 
 
Variable M SD 1 2 3 4 
1.Attitude   49.2 9.5 1    
2.Social Acceptance 41.9 8.7 .42** 1   
3.Social Rejection 30.1 10.1 -.20** -98** 1  
4.Academic Achievement 68.4 17.2 .58** .71** -.38** 1 
**p<.01; *p<.05 

 
It is seen that the students' attitude scores towards refugee students are above the 

average (x =49.2), while social acceptance scores (x =41.9) and social rejection scores 
(x =30.1) are close to each other. There was a positive, moderately significant 
relationship between students' social acceptance scores and their attitude scores (r=0.42, 
p<.05); a negative, low-level significant relationship between students' social rejection 
scores and their attitude scores (r=-0.20, p<.05); It is seen that there is a highly significant 
negative correlation (r=-0.98, p<.05) between students' social acceptance scores and social 
rejection scores. A positive and highly significant relationship between students' academic 
achievement and attitude scores (r=0.58, p<.05); a positive, highly significant relationship 
between academic achievement and social acceptance scores (r=0.71, p<.05); It was 
determined that there was a negative, low-level significant relationship (r=-0.38, p<.05) 
between academic achievement and social rejection scores. 

 
Discussion and Conclusion 

The following results were obtained in line with the findings obtained in this 
study, in which the attitudes and social acceptance levels of the refugee students studying 
at different education levels were examined. 

 
Discussion and Conclusion of the First Sub-Problem 

According to the results of the research, it was determined that the students' 
preference scores for refugee students were low, and their rejection scores were higher in 
general. According to this result, it can be said that refugee students are not accepted by 
their peers. The findings of this study coincide with the findings of the research on the 
lack of acceptance for refugees (Bešić et al., 2020; German & Ehntholt, 2007; Nicolai et 
al., 2015). Refugee students face negative behaviors such as bullying, exclusion, and 
racism by their peers, and are exposed to pressure due to their religious and cultural 
identities (Bešić et al., 2020; Maringe et al., 2017). Syrian students state that the social 
distance between them and their peers is too high (Erdogan, 2020). It can be said that 
factors in the failure to ensure social acceptance for refugee students, such as language 
and communication-related problems (Dromgold-Sermen, 2020), cultural differences of 
refugee students (Aktas et al., 2018), negative attitudes (Jones et al., 2016; Koc & 
Anderson, 2018; Yitmen & Verkuyten, 2018), negative publications in the media against 
refugees (Bešić et al., 2020; Wolling & Arlt, 2016), perceptions that they are an economic 
burden to the country (Esses et al., 2013; Narlı & Ozascılar, 2019; Yitmen & Verkuyten, 
2018), pressures to abandon a cultural identity (Berry & Sabatier, 2010) and adaptation 
problems (Fazel et al., 2016; Fazel, 2018), which occur with the prolongation of the 
refugees' stay, are effective.  

It can also be said that low acceptance scores and high rejection scores for refugee 
peers are an important problem for the academic and social development of refugee 
students. This situation makes it difficult for refugee students to adapt to school and 
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society and may also pave the way for the formation of an environment of cultural conflict 
among students. For this reason, the realization of activities that will develop respect for 
differences, tolerance, and sensitivity to different cultures among students in schools and 
that will prepare the ground for refugee students to participate in joint studies with their 
peers can improve students' social acceptance and attitudes in a positive way. 

In the study conducted by Erdogan (2014), contrary to the research findings, it 
was determined that the acceptance rate for refugees was quite high. In the periods when 
the refugee flow was intense (2013-2016), the media's adoption of a broadcasting approach 
towards social acceptance as a reflection of the state's humanitarian policy and the 
perception of refugees as refugees in need of protection by the Muslim community played 
an important role in the emergence of a positive understanding of social acceptance 
towards refugees in the society (Narlı & Ozascılar, 2019). However, it can be said that the 
problems that arise with the prolonged stay of refugees and the increase in the number of 
refugees are effective in weakening the understanding of social acceptance in society and 
increasing negative attitudes towards refugees (Erdogan, 2014). It can be said that 
primary, secondary and high school periods are very critical age periods in terms of 
development in order for students to gain positive attitudes towards different cultures. 
For this reason, positive attitudes and social acceptance towards refugee students should 
be supported through learning environments and social activities in schools. 

Social rejection towards refugee students causes students to experience feelings of 
loneliness, depression, and discrimination and decreases their academic performance 
(Berry & Hou, 2017; Fazel et al., 2016; Schachner et al., 2018). This situation complicates 
the adaptation process of refugee students and may even cause them to drop out of school 
(McBrien, 2005; Taylor & Sidhu, 2012). In addition, individuals with social rejection are 
perceived as "less human" by the people around them (Beißert et al., 2019). Social rejection 
negatively affects the social and emotional development of adolescents who experience 
social rejection, practice social rejection, and witness social rejection (Abrams & Killen, 
2014; Berry & Hou, 2016). Because adolescents who socially reject another person or 
observe intergroup social rejection may be prejudiced against people throughout their 
lives and maintain their exclusionary attitudes (Abrams & Killen, 2014). Policies should 
be developed to prevent refugee students from experiencing social rejection, to increase 
their social acceptance, and to ensure their integration into society. 

 
Discussion and Conclusion of the Second Sub-Problem 

It can be said that students have positive attitudes towards refugee students, but 
this positive attitude does not provide their social acceptance. These results coincide with 
the results of the research on attitudes and social acceptance towards refugee students 
given above. It has been determined that there is a positive, moderately significant 
relationship between students' social acceptance scores and their attitude scores. In this 
case, it can be said that as the attitude towards refugee students increases, their social 
acceptance will also increase. It has been determined that there is a negative, low-level 
significant relationship between the students' social rejection scores towards refugee 
students and their attitude scores. In this case, it can be said that as the attitude towards 
refugee students increases, social rejections will also decrease. Studies show that like our 
research findings, the increase in attitudes towards refugees accelerates their establishing 
positive relationships with their peers and their social acceptance (Titzmann et al., 2015).  

In addition, positive attitudes and acceptance towards refugee students create a 
positive social atmosphere at school based on the positive interaction between groups 
(Gonultas & Mulvey, 2019). Negative publications in the media against refugees (Bešić et 
al. 2020; Wolling and Arlt 2016), perceptions that refugees are an economic burden to the 
country (Esses et al., 2013; Narlı & Ozascılar, 2019; Yitmen & Verkuyten, 2018) are 
among the factors that feed negative attitudes and the resulting social rejection. Negative 



62     O. Aktan 

FIRE: Forum for International Research in Education 

attitudes and social rejection towards refugee students cause students to experience social, 
psychological, and academic problems (Berry & Hou, 2017; Fazel et al., 2016; Schachner 
et al., 2018). This situation complicates the social and cultural adaptation of refugees 
(Schweitzer et al., 2005; Safak-Ayvazoglu et al., 2021).  

Negative attitudes towards refugees pose a serious threat to the social acceptance 
of refugees and their integration into society. It can be said that social rejection and 
negative attitude towards refugee students pose a serious threat to the social acceptance 
of refugees and their integration into society. Giving students various duties and 
responsibilities in schools, doing group work and social activities that will ensure the 
integration of students, supporting refugee students who stand out with their talents and 
achievements as role models can contribute to the development of positive attitudes and 
social acceptance towards refugee students. 

It has been determined that there is a positive and highly significant relationship 
between the academic achievement of the students and their attitudes towards refugees 
and social acceptance scores. In this case, it can be said that as the students' academic 
achievement increases, their attitudes and social acceptance towards refugee students will 
also increase. Likewise, it has been determined that there is a negative, low-level 
significant relationship between the students' academic achievement and the social 
rejection scores of refugee students. In this case, it can be said that as the students' 
academic achievement decreases, the social rejection of the refugee students will also 
increase. This can be explained by the fact that academically successful students have a 
high sense of empathy (Spinard & Eisenberg, 2009; Zorza et al., 2015) and have more 
positive social behaviors towards their peers (Algozzine et al., 2011).  

However, it can also be said that because of sharing the same educational 
environment with students from different cultures, their feelings of empathy towards 
students from different cultures develop more (Chang & Le, 2010). It is seen that students 
with low academic achievement have high social rejection towards refugees. Studies have 
shown that students with lower academic behaviors have more problem behaviors 
(Barriga et al., 2002; Kremer et al., 2016) and this situation negatively affects students' 
communication and interactions with their peers (Dagdag et al., 2019). It can be said that 
students with low academic achievement have weak social relations with their peers and 
have problem behaviors that negatively affect their social acceptance of refugee students. 

 
Implications 

It is recommended that arrangements be made to improve the attitude and social 
acceptance towards refugee students. 

 To narrate the living conditions of refugee students, the problems they 
experience, the conditions that led them to come to our country to the students 
and give place to empathy studies to ensure a positive attitude and social 
acceptance towards refugee students. 

 To organize additional training and courses for the development of language 
skills in order the refugee students to be able to easily communicate with their 
peers. 

 To plan and implement various activities in schools to provide students with 
values that support respect for differences, tolerance, empathy, friendship, and 
similar social acceptance. 

 
Limitations 

In this study, which examines the attitudes, social acceptance and rejection levels 
of refugee students studying at different education levels, the results of the research 
should be evaluated by considering the following limitations. First, the research is limited 
to the findings obtained with quantitative methods and data collection tools. A second 
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limitation is that the peer preference form, which is used as a data collection tool for social 
acceptance, is applied only in classrooms with refugee students. The third limitation is 
that the research group consists of students of a certain age. Because the attitudes and 
social acceptance towards refugees may differ according to the age periods of individuals 
(childhood, youth, maturity, old age, etc.).  
 
References 
Ablak, S. (2020). Attitudes of secondary school students towards refugee students. 

International Journal of Psychology and Educational Studies, 7 (3), 101-110. 
https://doi.org/10.17220/ijpes.2020.03.010. 

Abrams, D., & M. Killen. (2014). Social exclusion of children: Developmental origins of 
prejudice. Journal of Social Issues, 70 (1), 1–11. https://doi.org/10.1111/ josi.12043. 

Aktan, O., Budak, Y. & Botabekovna, A. B. (2019). Determination of social acceptance 
levels of primary school students towards ınclusive students: A Mixed Method 
Study. Elementary Education Online, 18 (4), 1520–1538. 
Doi:10.17051/ilkonline.2019.632374 

Aktas, V., Tepe, Y. K., & Persson, R. S. (2018). Investigating Turkish university 
students‟ attitudes towards refugees in a time of civil war in neighboring Syria. 
Current Psychology, 40, 1-10. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12144-018-9971-y 

Algozzine, B., Wang, C., & Violette, A. S.  (2011). Reexamining the relationship between 
academic achievement and social behavior. Journal of Positive Behavior Interventions, 
13 (1), 3–16. https://doi.org/ 10.1177/1098300709359084. 

Ates, H., & Ovalı, T. (2018). The case of Düzce on migration management from the perspective 
of migrants, local people and stakeholders. Ankara: Nobel. 

Barriga, A. Q., Doran, J. W., Newell, S. B., Morrison, E. M., Barbetti, V., & Robbins, B. 
D. (2002). Relationships between problem behaviors and academic achievement in 
adolescents: The unique role of attention problems. Journal of Emotional and 
Behavioral Disorders, 10 (4), 233–240. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/10634266020100040501. 

Beißert, H., Gonultas, S., & Mulvey, K. L. (2019). Social inclusion of refugee and native 
peers among adolescents: It is the language that matters!.  Journal of Research on 
Adolescence, 30 (1), 219–233. https://doi.org/10.1111/jora.12518. 

Bemak, F., & Chung, R. C. Y. (2021). Contemporary refugees: Issues, challenges, and a 
culturally responsive intervention model for effective practice. The Counseling 
Psychologist, 49(2), 305–324. https://doi.org/10.1177/0011000020972182.  

Berry, J. W., & Sabatier, C. (2010). Acculturation, discrimination, and adaptation among 
second generation immigrant youth in Montreal and Paris. International Journal of 
Intercultural Relations, 34(3), 191-207. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijintrel.2009.11.007. 

Berry, J. W., & Hou, F. (2016). Immigrant acculturation and wellbeing in Canada. 
Canadian Psychology, 57 (4), 254–264. https://doi.org/10.1037/cap0000064. 

Berry, J. W., &  Hou, F. (2017). Acculturation, discrimination and wellbeing among 
second generation of ımmigrants in Canada. International Journal of Intercultural 
Relations, 61, 29–39. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijintrel.2017.08.003 

Bešić, E., Gasteiger-Klicpera, B., Buchart, C., Hafner, J., & Steitz, E. (2020). Refugee 
students ‘perspectives on inclusive and exclusive school experiences in Austria. 
International Journal of Psychology, 55 (5), 723-731. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/ijop.12662. 

Bhugra, D., & Becker, M. A. (2005). Migration, cultural bereavement, and cultural 
identity. World Psychiatry, 4(1), 18–24.  

Büyüköztürk, Ş., Kılıç Çakmak, E., Akgün, Ö.E., Karadeniz, Ş., & F. Demirel. (2014). 



64     O. Aktan 

FIRE: Forum for International Research in Education 

Scientific Research Methods (17th Edition). Ankara: Pegem. 
Chang, J., & Le, T. N. (2010). Multiculturalism as a dimension of school climate: The 

impact on the academic achievement of Asian American and Hispanic youth. 
Cultural Diversity and Ethnic Minority Psychology, 16 (4), 485–492. 
https://doi.org/10.1037/a0020654. 

Cillessen, A. H. N., & Marks, P. E. L. (2017). Methodological choices in peer nomination 
research. New Directions for Child and Adolescent Development, 2017(157), 21–44. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/cad.20206. 

Czaika, M., & De Haas, H. (2014). The globalization of migration: Has the world become 
more migratory?. International Migration Review, 48(2), 283–323. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/imre.12095. 

Ceri, V., & Nasıroglu, S. (2018). The Number of war-related traumatic events is 
associated with increased behavioural but not emotional problems among Syrian 
refugee children years after resettlement. Archives of Clinical Psychiatry (São Paulo), 
45(4), 145–150. https://doi.org/10.1590/0101-60830000000167.  

Dagdag, J., Cuizon, H., & Bete, A. (2019). College students’ problems and their link to 
academic performance: Basis for needs-driven student programs. Journal of 
Research, Policy & Practice of Teachers & Teacher Education, 9(2), 54-65. 
https://doi.org/10.37134/jrpptte.vol9.no2.5.2019. 

De Vroome, T., & Van Tubergen, F. (2010). The employment experience of refugees in 
the Netherlands. International Migration Review, 44 (2), 376-403. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1747-7379.2010.00810.x. 

Dingle, H., & Drake, A. (2007). What is migration?. BioScience, 57 (2), 113– 121. 
https://doi.org/10.1641/B570206. 

Dolapcıoğlu, S., & Bolat, Y. (2019). The education issues of Syrian students under 
temporary protection status. Research in Education, 1-17. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0034523719892019. 

Dromgold-Sermen, M. S. (2020). Forced migrants and secure belonging: A case study of 
Syrian refugees resettled in the United States. Journal of Ethnic and Migration 
Studies, 1-20. https://doi.org/10.1080/1369183X.2020.1854087. 

Education Reform Initiative (ERI). 2015. Training Monitoring Report 2014-15 Press 
Release. 5-25.  Retrieved from http://www.egitimreformugirisimi.org/egitim-
izleme-raporu-2014-15/ 

Erdogan, M. (2014). Syrians in Turkey: Social Acceptance and Integration. Retrieved from 
Hacettepe University Center for Migration and Politics Research website: 
http://www.hugo.hacettepe.edu.tr/HUGO‐REPORT‐SyriansinTurkey.pdf 

Erdogan, M. M. (2015). Syrians in Turkey, social acceptance and cohesion. İstanbul Bilgi 
Üniversitesi Yayınları, İstanbul. 

Erdogan, M. (2020). Suriyeliler Barometresi 2019 Suriyelilerle Uyum İçinde Yaşamın 
Çerçevesi. Retrieved from https://www.unhcr.org/tr/wp-
content/uploads/sites/14/2020/09/SB2019-TR-04092020.pdf. 

Esses, V. M., Medianu, S., & Lawson, A. S. (2013). Uncertainty, threat, and the role of 
the media in promoting the dehumanization of immigrants and refugees. Journal of 
Social Issues, 69 (3), 536–578. 

Esses, V. M., Hamilton, L. K., & Gaucher, D. (2017). The global refugee crisis: Empirical 
evidence and policy implications for improving public attitudes and facilitating 
refugee resettlement. Social Issues & Policy Review, 11, 78–123. 

Fazel, M., Garcia, J., & Stein, A. (2016). The right location? Experiences of refugee 
adolescents seen by school-based mental health services. Clinical Child Psychology 
and Psychiatry, 21(3), 368–380. https://doi.org/10.1177/1359104516631606. 

http://www.hugo.hacettepe.edu.tr/HUGO%E2%80%90REPORT%E2%80%90SyriansinTurkey.pdf


Attitudes towards Refugee Students in Düzce Province, Turkey     65 

FIRE: Forum for International Research in Education 

Fazel, M. (2018). Refugees and the Post-Migration Environment. BMC Medicine, 16(1), 
164-166. https://doi.org/10.1186/s12916-018-1155-y. 

Fraenkel, J. R., Wallen, N. E., & Hyun, H. H. (2012). How to design and evaluate research in 
education. USA: McGraw-Hill. [10th ed.] 

German, M., & Ehntholt, K. (2007). Working with refugee children and families. 
Psychologist, 20(3), 152-155. 

Gonultas, S., & Mulvey, K. L. (2019). Social-developmental perspective on intergroup 
attitudes towards immigrants and refugees in childhood and adolescence: A 
roadmap from theory to practice for an ınclusive society. Human Development, 
63(2), 90-111. https://doi.org/10.1159/000503173. 

Gümüs, E., Kurnaz, Z., Eşici, H., & Gümüs, S. (2020). Current conditions and issues at 
Temporary Education Centres (TECs) for Syrian child refugees in Turkey. 
Multicultural Education Review, 1–26. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/2005615X.2020.1756083. 

Hatton, T. J. (2016). Refugees, asylum seekers, and policy in OECD countries. American 
Economic Review: Papers & Proceedings, 106(5), 441–45. 
https://doi.org/10.1257/aer.p20161062. 

Jones, G., Haeghebaert, S., Merlin, B., Antona, D., Simon, N., Elmouden, M., Battist, F., 
Janssens, M., Wyndels, K., &  Chaud, P. (2016). Measles outbreak in a refugee 
settlement in Calais, France.  Euro Surveillance, 21(11), 1-4. 
https://doi.org/10.2807/1560-7917.ES.2016.21.11.30167. 

Karasar, N. (2016). Scientific Research Method. (31st ed.). Ankara: Nobel Publication. 
Kilcan, B., Çepni, O., & Kilinc, A. Ç. (2017). Development of the attitude towards refugee 

students scale. Journal of Human Sciences, 14 (2), 1045–1057. 
Kline, R. B. (2011). Principles and practice of structural equation modeling. USA: The 

Guilford Press. 
Koc, Y., & Anderson, J. R. (2018). Social distance toward Syrian refugees: The role of 

intergroup anxiety in facilitating positive relations. Journal of Social Issues, 74 (4), 
790–811. https://doi.org/10.1111/josi.12299. 

Kremer, K. P., Flower, A., Huang, J., & Vaughn, M. G. (2016). Behavior problems and 
children’s academic achievement: A test of growth-curve models with gender and 
racial differences. Children and Youth Services Review, 67, 95–104. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2016.06.003. 

Maringe, F., Ojo, E., & Chiramba, O. (2017). Traumatized home and away: Toward a 
framework for interrogating  policy–practice disjunctures for refugee students in 
higher  education. European Education, 49 (4), 210-230. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/10564934.2017.1352450 

McBrien, J. (2005). Educational needs and barriers for refugee students in the United 
States: A review of literature. Review of Educational Research, 75 (3), 329-65. 
https://doi.org/10.3102/00346543075003329. 

McKillup, S. (2012). Statistics explained: An introductory guide for life scientists (Second 
edition). United States: Cambridge University Press. 

MoNE. (2018). Education services for students under temporary protection. Retrieved 
from https://orgm.meb.gov.tr 

Narlı, N., & Özascılar, M. (2019). Representation of Syrian women and children refugees’ 
health in Turkish daily newspapers. Journal of International Migration and 
Integration, 22, 167-181. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12134-019-00732-6. 

Nicolai, T., Fuchs, O., & von Mutius, E. (2015). Caring for the wave of refugees in 
Munich. The New England Journal of Medicine, 373(17), 1593– 1595. 
https://doi.org/10.1056/NEJMp1512139. 



66     O. Aktan 

FIRE: Forum for International Research in Education 

Palaz, T., Çepni, O., & B. Kılcan. (2019). Secondary school students’ opinions and 
attitudes on refugee students. Turkish Studies, 14 (3), 1661-1684. 
https://doi.org/10.29228/TurkishStudies.22631. 

Safak-Ayvazoglu, A., Kunuroglu, F., & Yağmur, K. (2021). Psychological and socio-
cultural adaptation of Syrian refugees in Turkey. International Journal of 
Intercultural Relations, 80, 99-111. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijintrel.2020.11.003. 

Samara, M., El Asam, A., Khadaroo, A., & Hammuda, S. (2020). Examining the 
psychological well‐being of refugee children and the role of friendship and 
bullying. British journal of educational psychology, 90(2), 301-329. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/bjep.12282. 

Schachner, M. K., Juang, L., Moffitt, U., & van de Vijver, F. J. R. (2018). Schools as 
acculturative and developmental contexts for youth of immigrant and refugee 
background. European Psychologist, 23 (1), 44–56. https://doi.org/10.1027/1016-
9040/a000312 

Schweitzer, R., Perkoulidis, S., Krome, S., & Ludlow, C. (2005). Attitudes towards 
refugees: The dark side of prejudice in Australia. Australian Journal of Psychology, 57 
(3), 170–179. https://doi.org/10.1080/00049530500125199. 

Soomro, S., Kazemian, B., & Mahar, I. (2015). The importance of culture in second and 
foreign language learning. Dinamika Ilmu: Journal of Education, 15(1), 1-10. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/j.dl.joe.2015.15.1.1.10. 

Spinard, T. L., & Eisenberg, N. (2009). Empathy, prosocial behavior, and positive development 
in schools. In R. Gilman, E.S. Huebner, & M. J. Furlong (Eds.), Handbook of Positive 
Psychology in Schools (pp. 119–129). New York, NY: Routledge. 

Sullivan, A. L., & Simonson, G. R. (2015). Systematic review of school-based 
socialemotional ınterventions for refugee and war-traumatized youth. Review of 
Educational Research, 20 (10), 1-28. https://doi.org/10.3102/0034654315609419. 

Suri, H. (2011). Purposeful sampling in qualitative research synthesis. Qualitative 
Research Journal 11(2), 63–75. https://doi.org/10.3316/QRJ1102063. 

Tabachnick, B. G., &  Fidell, L. S. (2013). Using Multivariate statistics. Boston: Pearson 
Taylor, S., & Sidhu, R. (2012). Supporting refugee children in schools: What constitutes 

inclusive education. International Journal of Inclusive Education, 16 (1), 39-56. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/13603110903560085. 

Titzmann, P. F., Brenick, A., & Silbereisen, R. K. (2015). Friendships fighting prejudice: 
A longitudinal perspective on adolescents’ cross-group friendships with 
immigrants. Journal of Youth and Adolescence, 44 (6), 1318–1331. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10964-015-0256-6 

Thomas, R. L. (2016). The right to quality education for refugee children through social 
inclusion. Journal of Human rights and Social Work, 1 (4), 193-201. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s41134-016-0022-z. 

UN. (2016). International migration report 2015: Highlights. 
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/publications/mi
grationreport/docs/MigrationReport2015_Highlights.pdf 

UN. (2019). Global trends forced displacement in 2019. 
https://www.unhcr.org/5ee200e37.pdf 

Vogiazides, L.,  & Mondani, H. (2020). A Geographical path to integration? Exploring 
the interplay between regional context and labour market integration among 
refugees in Sweden. Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 46 (1), 23–45. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/1369183X.2019.1588717 

Yektas, Ç., Erman, H., & Tufan, A. E. (2021). Traumatic experiences of conditional 
refugee children and adolescents and predictors of post-traumatic stress disorder: 

http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/publications/migrationreport/docs/MigrationReport2015_Highlights.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/publications/migrationreport/docs/MigrationReport2015_Highlights.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/5ee200e37.pdf


Attitudes towards Refugee Students in Düzce Province, Turkey     67 

FIRE: Forum for International Research in Education 

Data from Turkey. Nordic Journal of Psychiatry, 16, 1-7. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/08039488.2021.1880634. 

Yitmen, S., & Verkuyten, M. (2018). Positive and negative behavioural intentions 
towards refugees in Turkey: The roles of national identification, threat, and 
humanitarian concern. Journal of Community & Applied Social Psychology, 28 (4), 
230–243. https://doi.org/10.1002/casp.2354. 

Weir, J. P. (2005). Quantifying test–retest reliability using the intraclass correlation 
coefficient and the SEM. Journal of Strength & Conditioning Research, 19 (1), 231–
240. https://doi.org/10.1519/15184.1. 

Wickramasinghe, A. A. I. N., & Wimalaratana, W. (2016). International migration and 
migration theories. Social Affairs: A Journal for the Social Sciences, 1 (5), 13–32. 

Wolling, J., & Arlt, D. (2016). Refugees: Threatening or beneficial? Exploring the effects 
of positive and negative attitudes and communication on hostile media perceptions. 
The Global Media Journal-German Edition, 6 (1), 1–21. 

Zorza, J. P., Marino, J., & Mesas, A. A. (2015). The influence of effortful control and 
empathy on perception of school climate. European Journal of Psychology of 
Education, 30 (4), 457–472. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10212-015-0261-x. 

 
About the Author 

Osman Aktan received his doctorate in Curriculum and Instruction from Gazi 
University, Turkey. He has published several book chapters, articles and conference 
papers on inclusive education, social acceptance, research methods in education, teacher 
education, and curriculum and instruction. He is currently working as an assistant 
professor in the Department of Special Education in Düzce University, Faculty of 
Education, Turkey. 


